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9.1.2 Energy Efficiency in Historic Buildings, Madrid update 

 

International Conference on Energy Efficiency in Historic Buildings: Experiences & Solutions - How 
to improve the energy efficiency of historic buildings while preserving their historic character, 
values and historical integrity - 29 & 30 September 2014 
 

    
Conference location; Escuela Técnica Superior de Ingenieros Industriales, Madrid 

 

The conference was an international forum that aimed to give visibility to groups working on the 
generation and transfer of knowledge on energy efficiency applied to historic buildings.  Sponsors 
and collaborators included: Spanish Ministry for Economy, Spanish Foundation for Science and 
Technology, Edinburgh World Heritage and the Austrian Ministry for Transport, Innovation and 
Technology. 
 
http://www.energy-heritage.com/ 
http://www.energy-heritage.com/en/ 
 
The themes of the conference were: 

 Traditional and technical knowledge: concepts, techniques, practices, uses, materials, 
methodologies 

 Governance, management, participation and mediation 

 Legal and technical regulation and historic buildings 

 Funding mechanisms 
 
Over 170 people from 18 counties participated in the conference, sharing research and case studies.  
Whilst the focus was on ideas to assist property owners in meeting European Union and European 

http://www.energy-heritage.com/
http://www.energy-heritage.com/en/
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Community targets for energy use and efficiency, case studies and research from across the world 
was presented at the conference. Papers ranged from case studies of towns, e.g. Porto, Portugal 
with an historic centre largely in the ownership of non-wealthy citizens through to studies modelling 
embodied energy, the use of photovoltaics in villages along the Camino de Santiago de Compostella 
and issues in providing comfort for infrequent (once a week) but loyal and devoted congregations of 
churches. All proceedings and papers were captured by the conference organisers and can be found 
at https://energyheritage.files.wordpress.com/2014/12/actas-proceedings-energy-efficiency-and-
historic-buldings1.pdf 
 
Members of NSCES may be familiar with many of the challenges and ideas canvassed at the 
conference but I was particularly struck by the complexity of the issues faced by EU member states 
to meet common legislative requirements and energy use targets within their own cultural and 
political environments. I was also interested in the work being done by the Sustainable Buildings 
Network UK, a collaboration of not-for-profit organisations that aims to promote and deliver a more 
sustainable traditional built environment in the UK http://stbauk.org who have a terrific tool 
http://responsible-retrofit.org/wheel/ which though very much geared towards the UK’s 
heritage/conservation system provides an interesting idea for a tool that could be adapted for 
Australian use. 
 
I presented a recent boiler replacement project at Old Parliament House Canberra and explored the 
Australian Government imperatives to meet energy efficiency targets, described the varied 
technical, conservation and regulatory challenges of the project and finished with some data that is 
showing that the innovative solution is already demonstrating energy savings. At the end of the 
project we have emerged with values intact and a heating system that will ensure the heritage site 
has a sustainable future. 
 
 
 
Edwina Jans 
Member, NSCES (National Scientific Committee for Energy and Sustainability, Australia) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(See following pages for Samples of poster presentations at conference) 

 

https://energyheritage.files.wordpress.com/2014/12/actas-proceedings-energy-efficiency-and-historic-buldings1.pdf
https://energyheritage.files.wordpress.com/2014/12/actas-proceedings-energy-efficiency-and-historic-buldings1.pdf
http://stbauk.org/
http://responsible-retrofit.org/wheel/
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    Sample of poster presentations at conference 
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